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In Relation to 


A PROIE Or, for Reſtraining and Limiting thc 
Power of the Crown in the future Creation of PEERS 


F N 8 have not the Honour to be a Member of the Upper Houſe 
Ne £ of Parliament, ſo I do not preſume to «now what is defign'd 
A: * 5 but claim the Privilege of a free-born SubjeR, 

8 eak or write my Mind impartially and openly, upon 
Al: * 8 in which I conceive my own or my Country's 
| Libertics are concerned, whilſt there is no Law to forbid me; 
I £IX|E and much more ſo, when what I have to ſay is in Vindica- 
Inman tionof the Laws and Conſtitution in Eeing. 

| The common Subject of popular Diſcourſe, is, concerning 
Project ſaid to be in Agitation, which 1s, to give the King Power to create 
Twenty Five Scorrzſh Peers to fit in their own < — in Parliament, in lieu of 
the Sixteen who are to be elected by the Pecrage there; and after the Creation 
of Six more for Great-Britain, the Prerogative of waking any further Creations 
is to be taken from the Crown, unleſs, upon the Extinction of the Families in 
Poſſeſſion of the Peerage. 

Now I am free to own, that T think ſuch a Law would be fatal to the Mo- 
narchy, and the Liberties of the People, and make our Government Ariſtocra- 
tical, without the outward Appearances of it, or the Regulations which are 
culiarand efſential to that Sort of Dominion ; and conſequently it will reduce us 
to the worſt Sort of Oligarchy. 

Our preſent Conſtitution conſiſts of the King, the Peers who act in their own 
Right, and the Repreſentatives of the People. In the Union and Agreement 
of theſe conſtituent Parts, conſiſts our Government: If they differ irreconcile- 
ably, there 1 is an actual Diſſolution of it, without any Remedy but the laſt. And 
ſince tis impoſſible, in the Nature of human Affairs, but Mens Opinions and 
Intereſts will often vary and claſh; therefore the Inſtitutors of this Species of 
Monarchy, have contrived ſo proper a Ballance of Power between the 1 

2 arts 


(. 3 
Parts of it, that each State can give ſome Check to both the other ; and two con- 
curring, have always the Means in their Power to bring the third to Reaſon, 
without recurring to Force, which diſſolves the Government. 4 

If the King had the P ive of. raiſing Money, and could protect the In- 
 Nruments of unlawful Power, tis evident the Monarchy would be abſolute; but 
that Privilege remaining in the People, the Crown mult often recur to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and then they always have it in their Power to do themſelves Right, 
which keeps the Miniſtry in I Dependance and Apprehenſion. 

On the other Side, If the Houſe of Commons was fixed and indiſſolvable, the 
Government would ſoon devolve into an ill-contrived Democracy, and the Crown 
would have no Remedy but Acquieſcence or Force. Such a Body of Men 
would ſoon find and feel their own Strength, and always think it laudable to en- 
creaſe it: And there are ſo many Emergencics happen in all States, that there 
can never be wanting favourable Opportunities to do it; when the Ambition of 
ſome, the Reſentment of others, and the Appearance of publick Good, ſpur 
them on; till at laſt, by inſenfible and unobſerved Degrees, even to themſelves, 
they would engroſs and pofleſs the whole Power of the State. There has been 
but one Inſtance, fince the Inſtitation of this Monarchy, when the Commons have 
been truſted with ſuch a Power; and if a noble Hiſtorian is to be believed, 
that Houſe conſiſted of Men as incorrupt, of as much Wiſdom and publick Vir- 
tue, as ever ſat within thoſe Walls: Yet the Luſt of Dominion ſoon got the bet- 
cer of all their Virtues, and they firſt garbled their own Houſe, by expelling 
their refractory Members; then depoſed the King, and at laſt the Houſe of 
Lords; and affumed a greater Tyrann fo themſelves, than they oppoſed in the 
Crown 8: 14 iW . U Low a J P ; by o 55 

The effectual Remedy our Conſtirution has provided againſt this Evil, is a 
Diffolution, which breaks all' Cabals and ent Hirsd And gives the People 
(ho can never have an Itereſt in publick Diſturbances) an Opportunity to chuſe 
ethers in their Room, more calm, of leſs violent Diſpoſitions, and not engaged 
In ſuch Attempts; which Power, always hanging over their Heads, mult be n 
conſtant Reſtraint upon their Actions. mens 

But the Circumſtances of publick Affairs often not admitting of this Remedy, 
without the extremeſt Neceſſity, the Lords arc always at Hand to skreen the 
Crown, whoſe Honours and Dignities flow from it, and are protected by. it; and 
whilſt kept in a proper Dependance, muſt ever ſupport that Power, — how- 

rts themſelves ; yet never can have an Intereſt to make it arbitrary, which 
would render Relves uſeleſs to it, and level them again with the People. 

There is not a more certain Maxim in Politicks, than that a Monarchy mu# 
Jubſiſt by an Army, or Nobility the firſt makes it deſpotick, and the latter. a 
free Government, I preſume none of thoſe noble Perſonages themſelves, who 
Have the Honour to make up that Illuſtrious Body, do believe they are ſo diſtin- 

iſhed and advanced above their Fellow-Subjects for their own Sakes: They 
— well they are intended the Guardians, as well as Ornaments of the Mo- 


narchy, an eſſential Prerogative of which it muſt be to add to, and augment their 
Number in ſuch Proportion, as to render them a proper Ballance againſt the De- 
mocratical Part of our Conſtitution, without being formidable to the Monarchy 

it ſelf, the Support of which is the Reaſon of their Inſtitution. | 
Without this Power in the Crown, they muſt be dangerous to it, and be able 
to impoſe what Conditions of Government they pleaſe, It is the only . 
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. ſhall fetch them out. Or, if the Honſe of Commons ſhould be 
give them. Offence, and their Lordſhips think fit to declare they could act no 
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the King and People have againſt any Ne and Combinations of their 

Body. Whilſt ſuch a Prerogative remains in the Crown, there can ſeldom or ne- 
| x Bs Occafion to make Uſe of it. Their Lordſhips are too much Eoricerped 

in the Preſervation of their own Dignities, to provoke the Crown to a Remedy 


that is always at Hand; and the Crown cannot debaſe the Nobility and make it 
cheap, without leſſening its own Splendour and Power. And this ſeems to be 


the only Limitation the Nature of the Thing will admit of, without diſſolving this 
Species of Government. | | 
If this Prerogative is taken away, the Houſe of Lords will be a fixed indepen- 


dent Body, not to be called to an Account like a Miniſtry, nor to be diſſolved and 


changed like a Houſe of Commons The ſame Men will meet again with the 
ſame Reſolutions, and probably heighten'd by-Diſappointment, and nothing can 
Nand before them. If their Lordſhips ſhould*take-it into their Thoughts to diſ- 
like the Miniſtry, and commit them to - Priſon, I would wy now who 

o unwary as to 


longer in Concert with a Body of Men who had uſed them ill, 'tis evident the 
Crown muſt exert its Authority to chuſe another more to their Lordſhips Fancy, 


and afterwards uſe its utmoſt Efforts to keep them in a becoming Complai ſance to 


their Betters. If they ſhould reſolve to have all the great Employments of Eug- 
land in themſelves and Families ; or ſhould take a Conceit to be like the Nobles 
of ſome other Countries, to pay no Taxesthemſelves, and yet receive the greateſt 
Part of what is paid by others, in Salaries and Penfions ; I would ask the Advocates 


for ſuch a Law, what Reſource the Crown and People have? and I ſhrewdly ſu- 


ſpe& they will propoſe no, ether than what the Commons of Denmark made Uſe 
F ke very ſame Ocęaſion. 


of upon:t | „ | 
The Lords have already all the Property of Ereat-Britain under their Juriſ- 


diction; and I think. no one will ſay, that there is any Difference in Nature be- 


tween the laſt Appeal without being accountable, and a Power of Legiſlation, 
but what conſiſts In the Moderation of the Judges: And if this exceeding great 
Power muſt irrevecably-be veſted in the very ſame Perſons, I ſee nothing the Com- 
mons have left to deſire, but to entitle themſelves to their Favour and Protecti- 


on, by wearing their Badges as formerly. 


But as their Lordſhips are too wiſe and virtuous to attempt any ſuch Actions, 


of Knight Errantry, as are above-mentioned, ſo they will be under no Neceſſity 


to do it; for there is an eaſier and gentler Way of attaining the ſame Ends. 


There are fo many Emergencies, Difficulties, and Factions ariſe in all States, 


the Crown will be often ſo neceſſitous, and the Commons divided, that a fixed 
and powerful Body, always determined to their own Advantage, by a dextrous 


Management of ſuch Events, muſt ſoon poſſeſs themſelves of all they defire 5 
and 'twill be in vain to oppoſe with one View, what will be often given them 
with another. 

Il will not preſume to judge whether their Lordſhips Judicature was always 
what it now is; but every Day's Experience ſhews in lefler Inſtances, what a 


Body of Men, united in the ſame Intereſt, are capable of doing. We have oft- 
ner than once ſeen a Number of Merchants incorporated, prove a Match for the 
whole Kingdom, and I fear, ſhall too often ſee it again: Hiſtory tells us, how 
the Prieſthood, by being an united and regular Body, always lying upon the 


Catch, and acting with the ſame Views, from living upon the Charity and Be- 
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nevolenee 
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the whole Con 


and the People as often have the Opportunity to re 


) | | 
nevolence of theit Hearers, in a few Ages became the Lords and Maſters of Man- 


* 


Kind, and in Deſiance of that Religion they profeſs d to teach. | 
It is true, this Prerogative of the Crown is liable to be abnſed, and has b 
ſo in a late glaring. Inſtance, but if that is a ſufficient Reaſon to take it away, I 


doubt there will be few remain. - The King neither bas, or can have any Prero- 
gative, but what the People are intereſted in It is a Truſt for the publick 


ood, which, in the Nature of it, is capable of being betray'd z but the roper 
emedy is to puniſh the Authors and Adviſers of the Abuſe, and not defitoy 
bation for an 1 of one Part of it. 

t 


It is urged, that it is ſafer to truſt this Power with the Lords, than an unlimi- 


ted one with the Crown, to make what Creations it pleaſes, . to ſerve the 


vileſt Purpoſes. But the Nature of Power is very little under by thoſe who 


dun this Opinion, which can never be truly dreadful, but when it is unaccountable 


and irretriveable. The Crown muſt often apply to the People for their Aſſiſtance, 
6 2 their Grievances, and 

wiſh the Authors of them, which muſt neceſſarily keep the Miniſtry within 
ome Bounds ; but there can be no Limitation to the Houſe of Peers, if ſuch an 


Ad paſſes, but what flows from their Lordſhips Juſtice, Moderation and Satiety 


of Power, 


Even that daring Miniſter durſt not have ventured upon ſuch. an Act of it, if 


he had not had a Houſe of Commons to — rt him, and hoped to cover all his 


Crimes in a Revolution. I am perſwaded he never once dreamed under a juſt 
Government, to find the Impunity and Indulgence he has ſince been favour'd with, 
.and even from the very Perſons, who make thoſe Crimes the Pretence for ſuch 
an Attempt : But if nothing elſe was intended by it, unleſs to prevent the like 
Grievance, there is an eaſy and ready Way to do it, by . that no Peer 
"ſhall give his Vote within a limited Time after his Creation, without the Conſent 
of the Houſe, Lo obtain this, there could be no Need of Court Intrigues, Soli- 
«citations, or keeping the Secret till the latter End of the Seſſions, when the Coun- 
try Members are at their Seats, and the Lawyers in their Circuits. | 

Having, as I conceive, amply ſhewn, that a Law of this Kind, would totally 
-overturn-our Conſtitution, and change it into an Oligarchy ; I ſhould think it fri- 
volous to deſcend to lower Conſiderations, did we not too often ſee Men affected 
with Arguments, which regard themſelves and Families, whilſt they are inſen- 
Able of what they ſuffer in common with the whole Nation; and therefore, I 
[ſhall offer ſome of the leſſer Objections to it. | 
It is a moſt violent and outrageous Breach of the Union, and diſpoſſeſſes one 


of the States of Scotland, of the moſt valuable Part of their Peerage, and of 


that Right which they expreſly ſtipulated to be reſerved to them, when they 
conſented to part with the reſt; by which Means, they will be in a worſe Condi- 
tion than the meaneſt Subjects in the Kingdom; they will neither be capable of 
fitting in the Houſe of Lords or Commons, or giving their Votes for either; 
and in Conſequence will be the only Subjects in Crea: Britain, not repreſented, 
-or capable of being repreſented in Parliament; .and this Diſability and ſevere Pu- 
niſhment is inflicted upon them without any Crime done, or pretended to be done 
by them, without any Pretence of 1 Neceſſity, but on the contrary, there is 
a viſible Danger in doing it; and I doubt not, but in proper Time it will be made 
a pregnant Argument for keeping up ſtanding Troops to oblige their Submiſſion to it. 

It is giving a Power, without Reproach or Clamour, to add ſuch a Number 


to 


3 
' 


Np 


to the Upper-Houſe, as muſt, without uncommon Virtue in their Lordſhips, lay 


all Things waſte, and at the Mercy of the Miniſtrv, without the Poſſibility of 
their being called to an Account; for if the making but twelve Peers at once, to 
ſerve a Court-Purpoſe, was ſuch a Blow upon our Liberties ; What, are we not 
to fear from the creating one and thirty ; and to do it by the Conntenance, if not 
Direction of an Act of Parliament, which takes off all that Ofinm, and Load 
of Scandal, which the former Abuſe juſtly occaſioned ? 

If it may be lawful to ſuppoſe ſo unlikely a Thing, as that the Miniſtry are- 
capable of acting againſt the Publick Good); or if, for our Sins, the Nation was“ 
puniſhed with the Loſs of the preſent Set, and Tories could work themſelves in- 
to their Places, and form a Scheme for their own Security, which may entail a- 
Civil War upon the Nation ; What may not be apprehended from ſuch a: Power 
truſted with them ? | 

It takes away from the King the brighteſt Jewel of his Crown, which is the 
Diſtribution of Honours, and in Effect of Offices too, which muſt then be at the 
Mercy of that Houſe. It deprives the Commons of 2Br2ratn of the Means of 
attaining thoſe Honours, which ought to be the Rewards of virtuous Actions, and 
the Motives of doing them. I preſume no one will ſuggeſt that all Merit is ex- 
hauſted by their preſent Lordſhips; and therefore, what imaginary Reaſon can 
be given, why any Number of Men, who enjoy themſelves the higheſt Dignities« 
oY , Privileges in a Commonwealth, ſhould ſhut the Door upon all others, who 
may have equal Birth, Deſert, and Fortunes? 

3 it makes the King and Miniſtry entirely at the Mercy of the Lords, ſo 
it makes the Commons more dependent on the Crown; for when the Advan. 
tages of the Nobility are ſo great, and the Means of attaining them ſo difficult, 
What Applications and Solicitations muſt be made to the Miniſtry upon the leaſt 
Appearance of a Vacancy ? which muſt keep the moſt conſiderable Members of 
the Lower-Houſe in a perpetual Dependance, and give the Miniſtry much more 
Trouble than they affect to avoid. 

But amidſt all the numerous Objections to this worthy Scheme, I am free to 
own there is one Thing in it, which deſerves Commendation ; for it has produ- 
ced a never-before-known Unanimity amongſt our Great Men : It has yoked the 
Lion with the Lamb, the }hzgs with the Torzes, Men in Power with thoſe they 
have turned out of it : Miniſters of State are become Patriots, complain of their - 
own Power, and join with their profeſs'd Enemies, in leſſening that Prerogative - 
they have ſo often Occaſion for. 

I confeſs, ſuch Phenomena's and uncommon Appearances, like Comets or Eclipſes, 
are apt to fright ignorant People, and make them expect ſome great Event at Hand; 
but. as thoſe who are more familiar with the Stars, know the latter are only 
the common and regular Productions of Nature; ſo ſuch who have more narrow- 


4 obſerved the Virtues of our Great Men, eſpecially, during the laſt Seſſion of 


arliament, are well aſſur d they intend nothing but to ſerve their Country. 
However, I think they will both judge right, upon fach great Occaſions, to ſcat- 
ter their leſſer Conjurers Abroad, and Ae e the malign Influence, ſuch Con- 
ſtellations and. unuſual Conjunctions may have upon weak Minds 
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